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mail: ali1955@mail.ru 
Logistics as a science and practice is firmly established in our lives. Despite the abundance of definitions on this 
subject is now in demand specification of basic definitions of logistics, since the latter is the key methodology of 
this science. The author, focusing on material flows, as on the main subject of logistics, offering them include not 
only the flows of labor, but also the means of labor. Without the means of labor movement organizations can not 
function any economic system. In the context of market information has a decisive influence on the formation of 
the material flow and information flow precedes the material flow. The information itself is also an important 
factor of production and goods on the market, ie information flow can exist regardless of the material flow. 
Therefore we can not confine ourselves to the consideration of the object of logistics information only concomi-
tant with the material flow. Fundamental to the logistics concept is holistic, systemic vision of the object. A study 
of material, information and financial flows in isolation from the flow of work does not fit into the concept. As 
part of the logistics flow the author identifies another important structural element - is the institutional flow. The 
emergence of formal and informal rules - institutions logistics of change, development, replacement of some oth-
er institutions, form the institutional flow of logistics systems. Logistics is a systematic management of resource 
flows, operations and results of operations in order to optimize costs. 
Keywords: definition of logistics, logistics flow, material flow, information flow, cash flow, work flow, flow of institu-
tional. 
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